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• 2007-08 Year in review.
• Woodard Family Foundation awards grant.
* FT&F sponsorship grows.
* Boardmember passes the baton. 
• Fall Forest Field Days approaching.
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It is with great appre-
ciation that Forests Today 
& Forever announces the 
award of a $3,500 grant 
from the Woodard Fam-
ily Foundation of Cottage 
Grove. The funds support 
our summer Forest Dis-
covery Tours series, which 
is free to the public and 
designed to illustrate the 
current forestry practices 
of local public and private 
landowners and managers 
in Lane County.

The Woodard family is 
the founder of the  Wo-

odard Lumber Company, 
which was in operation 
near the current site for the 
Cottage Grove Dam until 
1957. The Woodard Fam-
ily Foundation began in 
1952 with the mission of 
“assisting charitable orga-
nizations in developing the 
internal capacity to meet 
present and future needs; 
not to remove responsi-
bilities from people.” The 
family remains an active 
employer in the Cottage 

Woodard grant received

Participants on the July 31 Weyerhaeuser Company tour inspect a 
‘fish friendly’ culvert installed by the company for a logging operation 
in the Shotgun Creek area of the Coburg hills. 

The 2007-08 school 
year was a good one for 
Forests Today & Forever 
— a year of old and new 
friends, of changes, chal-
lenges and new begin-
nings.  

Through our tradi-
tional programs, close to 
2,500 area residents were 
introduced to sustainable 
forest management and 
to the educational op-
portunities provided by 
Forests Today &Forever. 
And through a few new 
avenues, many thousands 
more were made aware of 
our work and our goal of 
promoting forest stew-
ardship through educa-

tion. 
It is an accomplish-

ment made possible only 
by the generosity of our 
sponsors and the dedi-
cation of our volunteers, 
who gave more than 800 
hours of time to our pro-
grams. It is those we hon-
ored at our recent Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer 
Appreciation Luncheon, 
which took place on June 
30 at the Boulevard Grill 
with Senator Ron Wyden 
as guest speaker.

  Our programs during 
the 2007-08 school year 
included:

• Fall and spring For-

Sen. Ron Wyden poses with students from Shasta Middle 
School and their teacher, FT&T board member Valerie Mi-
chalenko. The students shared their Forest Field Day land 
management plans with attendees of the Annual Meeting and 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on June 30. a

See YEAR, page 3

For eight years, Wey-
erhaeuser Company land 
use forester Jeanne Hunt 
has helped guide Forests 
Today and Forever as it 
works to provide natural 
resource education to Wil-
lamette Valley residents.  

Hunt, who also served 
as FT&F president dur-
ing her tenure, is stepping 
down and passing the ba-
ton to Mike Payne, who 
has worked for the compa-
ny for the past six years af-
ter spending 26 years with 
Willamette Industries. 

“Jeanne had an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of For-
ests Today & Forever,” said 
FT&F board president 
Bill Wynkoop. “Whenever 

we needed to know about 
something, we could al-
ways count on Jeanne for 
correct information. Her 
judgment and vision for 
the future will be missed.” 

Payne, who was 
raised on a 150-
acre farm in Yam-
hill County, comes 
from a timber 
family. His father 
was a contract 
logger; his grand-
father worked for 
a railroad logging 
company. 

“I joined the FT&F 
board for several reasons, 
“ Payne says. “But primar-
ily I believe that we in the 
forest industry have a re-

sponsibility to share our 
passion and interest in sus-
tainable natural resource 
management with others, 
especially young people.

He and his wife, Nancy, 
a retired elemen-
tary school teach-
er, raised their 
two children in 
Corvallis. Their 
son, Christopher, 
is an architect liv-
ing in Boston, and 
their daughter, 
Katie, is pursuing 
a teaching degree 

at UO. In his spare time, 
he enjoys following OSU 
sports, and he and his wife 
are looking forward to a 
little more traveling now 

that the kids are grown.
Payne’s career includes 

10 years as a silvicultural 
forester with a focus in 
forest inventory, 10 years 
in timber appraisal and 
10 years in a mixed role of 
short term harvest plan-
ning, inventory manage-
ment and GIS systems, 
which is also his current 
focus as a team leader for 
the Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany. 

“I look forward to 
working with the other 
board members to ensure 
that FT&F continues to 
play an important role in 
educating the public about 
sustainable natural re-
source management.

Mike Payne

Mike Payne to fill Jeanne Hunt’s board position

2007-08 —  A year of old 
friends, new beginnings



FORESTS TODAY & FOREVER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR LARAE ASH

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 
For more information, please see our web site:

www.foreststodayandforever.org
Contact LaRae Ash at (541)998-6438 or email at  

coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

YEAR from page 1 ______________________________________________________________

est Field Days — 1,225 
students, parents and teach-
ers from 12 Lane and Linn 
county schools descended 
upon a family tree farm 
where they learned some 
basics of land manage-
ment, including lessons 
on forestry, soil, water and 
wildlife conservation and 
the issues inherent to pub-
lic recreation on area forest 
lands. Participating schools 
from Lane County includ-
ed Pleasant Hill, Cascade, 
Jefferson, Meadowview, 
Prairie Mountain, Oaklea 
Shasta, Mapleton and Siu-
slaw middle schools, with 
students from the Rachel 
Carson Center for Natu-
ral Resources at Churchill 
High School helping out 
in the field. In Linn Coun-
ty, schools attending the 
Udell Happy Valley Tree 
Farm field day included 
Hawthorn, Foster and Oak 
Heights middle schools. 

• At the high school 
level, FT&F continued to 
promote opportunities in 
the forest and wood prod-
ucts industries through 
participation in three area 
career fairs, including the 
Lane County Youth Fair, 
the Briggs Middle School 
Career Fair and the Spring-

field Chamber’s Career Day.  
More than 530 students re-
ceived information on em-
ployment in the forest sec-
tor and were invited to take 
part in a Wood Products 
Industry and/or an OSU 
College of Forestry tour.

• At the elementary 
school level, FT&F once 
again worked with the Or-
egon Forest Resources In-
stitute, Oregon Women in 
Timber and Talk About 
Trees (TAT) facilitators to 
provide tours of the 2008 
Oregon Logging Confer-
ence. In total, 578 fourth 
and fifth graders, their 
teachers and their parent 
chaperones from nine area 
schools attended the histor-
ic conference to learn about 
their timber heritage and 
future. The tours included 
an educational video on the 
field of forestry, followed 
by a TAT presentation 
designed to foster aware-
ness and appreciation for 
the role that trees and for-
ests play in our daily lives. 
Three professional foresters 
— Dick Powell, Bryan Rohl 
and Brad Marks — offered 
students an up- close look 
at the tools of the trade. The 
program culminated with a 
tour of the Outdoor Equip-

ment Show organized by 
Greg Stratton of Lone Rock 
Timber.

• For the first time, 
FT&F hosted an exhibitor’s 
booth at the Oregon Log-
ging Conference in partner-
ship with Dick Sherman’s 
high school students from 
the Associated Oregon For-
estry Clubs. More than 200 
people stopped by during 
the three-day conference to 
learn how FT&F is educat-
ing our communities about 
sustainable forestry.

• Also for the first time, 
FT&F hosted an exhibitor’s 
booth at the Oregon Small 
Woodland Association’s 
Annual Meeting in Flor-
ence this past April, where 
close to 125 attendees were 
introduced to our mission 
and our programs.

• And, in keeping with 
our goal of educating the 
public about forest steward-
ship, our Forest Field Days 
were featured on Oregon 
Living Media TV, which 
reaches 550,000 house-
holds in Lane, Benton, 
Coos and Douglas coun-
ties. Stories about our For-
est Field Days appeared in 
The Register Guard, The 
Albany-Democrat Her-
ald, The Siuslaw News, 

The West Lane News, The 
Sweet Home News and the 
Oregon Dept. of Forestry 
website. We also took part 
in the first of Lane Com-
munity College’s “Share 
Fairs,” geared to garner in-
terest in non-profit organi-
zations, community service 
and volunteering. And, for 
those seeking more knowl-
edge about our programs, a 
new brochure is also avail-
able by calling Program 
Coordinator LaRae Ash at 
(541) 998-6438. Or they 
may visit our new website 
at www.foreststodayandfor-
ever.org for information on 
our programs, our sponsors 
and our volunteer opportu-
nities. (It also features slide 
show offering site visitors 
an up-close look at one of 
our Forest Field Days in ac-
tion.)

• Lastly, our summer 
Forest Discovery Tours are 
now being offered through 
Lane Community College 
under Continuing Educa-
tion. With the additional 
support of OFRI and the 
Woodard Family Founda-
tion, the tours provide an 
overview of how our public 
and private lands are uti-
lized and maintained for a 
sustainable future.

Grove area, and over the years, it has 
helped to found a hospital, library, 
resort, and a retirement community, 
among many other good works.

We also thank the Oregon Forest 
Resources Institute for its continued 
support, and Lane Community Col-
lege, which is offering the tour series 
for the first time through its summer 
schedule under continuing education. 
And we thank our tour hosts, which 

include the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, 
Weyerhaeuser Company, Bob and 
Margaret Kintigh, and Giustina Land 
and Timber and Giustina Resources.
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Forests Today & Forever 
welcomes our newest bene-
factors who have joined with 
us to support our mission 
of promoting forest steward-
ship through education.  We 
could not do it without you, 
and we thank you! 

The following is a partial 
list, in alphabetical order, of  
our latest partners. Our fall 
newsletter will introduce  the 
remainder of those signing up 
to support natural resource 
education.

BJ Equipment —  
Founded in 1978 by Bob 
Jeremiah, wife Sandy and 
son, Kris, have ran the 
company since Bob’s death 
in1998. Specializing in con-
tract rock drilling and blast-
ing for streets, roads and 
quarries the company does 
business throughout five 
states. 

Bill Fleenor — Now in 
his first term as West Lane 
County Commissioner, 
the Missouri native is an 
inventor, a scientist, and a 
licensed medical technolo-
gist who holds a doctorate 
in animal physiology and 
minors in both veterinary 
medicine and statistics. Af-
ter 16 years as CEO of his 

family’s paper converting 
business in Oakland, CA, 
he retired to Florence in 
1998 upon selling the com-
pany to his employees. 

Gary Foglio Trucking  
— Founded in the 1940’s by 
Al Foglio, the family-owned 
company is currently run by 
son Gary Foglio and grand-
son Trent.  Based in Flor-
ence, the Foglios provide 
jobs for 25 families through 
log, rock and heavy equip-
ment hauling.

Kernutt Stokes Brandt 
& Co.  LLP — Based in 
Eugene, Kernutt Stokes 
Brandt & Co. LLP was 
founded in 1945 and is one 
of the region’s largest single-
office accounting firms.  It 
has provided comprehen-
sive accounting and busi-
ness consulting services to 
clients in the Willamette 
Valley area since 1945.

Lewis River Nursery, 
Inc.  — A family busi-
ness, Lewis River Nursery 
is owned and managed by 
Jean Kysar.  In operation 
since 1991, the tree nurs-
ery produces between 4 to 
5 million seedlings annu-
ally and is located east of 
Woodland, WA, along the 

FT&F sponsorship grows over the past year 

Lewis River.
Lewis River Refores-

tation, Inc. — Also lo-
cated on the Lewis River 
east of Woodland, WA, 
Lewis River Reforestation 
has been in business since 
1981.  Owned and oper-
ated by Robert Moore, the 
tree seedling nursery grows 
about 4.5 million Douglas 
fir, Western Red Cedar and 
Western Hemlock annu-
ally.  

Oakridge Sand & Grav-
el — Oakridge Sand & 
Gravel has provided pro-
cessed rock, concrete and 
road construction services 
throughout Lane County 
since 1948. In 2001, the 
company, which is based in 
Oakridge, began to focus 
more on highway and road 
construction, along with 
continuing to provide ma-
terials for landscaping and  
general public needs. 

West Lane County Commisioner — and new FT&F sponsor — Bill 
Fleenor lunches with Florence students at the Siuslaw Forest Field Day. 

Forest Discovery  “tourists” 
gather for a group photo   at a 

pre-pole logging site on theGiustina  
Resources and Giustina   Land 

and Timber tour held August 7. 

Once again, the Petersen family will welcome 
students from Pleasant Hill Middle School to their 
beautiful Upper Camp Creek Road family tree farm 
for the fall Forest Field Days. At least 16 volunteers 
will be needed for the event, so if you can spare a day 
for this worthy cause, please contact Program Coor-
dinator LaRae Ash at 541-998-6438, or email her at 
coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

Fall Forest Field Days 
volunteers needed!


